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“Peace be with you!”  Those are the words that the Risen Jesus used to greet His 
frightened and confused apostles/disciples on Easter Sunday night, and then again a week later 
(which would be today) with those very same words, “Peace be with you!” 

From our vantage point, 2000 years after the Resurrection and from a faith-perspective, we 
almost take the fact that Jesus rose from the dead for granted.  But think about it from the 
Apostles’ vantage point.  They loved Jesus---they had spent three years with Him, “24/7”; they 
had placed all their hopes and dreams into following Him and being formed by His teachings 
and His Gospel.  But….then He was arrested, and tortured, condemned to death; they were 
frightened the same thing would happen to them---so, as the old saying goes, “when the going 
got tough, they all got going”; they ran away to save themselves, leaving Jesus to be brutally 
treated, crucified, killed and buried.  As far as they were concerned, it was a tragedy; a 
catastrophe; all their hopes and dreams were dashed; they felt terribly guilty for not doing more; 
Jesus’ death and burial was the end. 

But then….three days later….still locked in the Upper Room….some talk about an empty 
tomb….what could this all mean?  And then---thru the locked doors, into their very presence 
stood Jesus---alive---glorified---and saying the words they longed to hear: “Peace be with you!  
Those words meant that Jesus forgave them; that He wasn’t holding their cowardice and fear 
against them; that He was offering them His mercy; and in turn, He was making them 
instruments of His Mercy to other sinners.  And so, those words “Peace be with you” are very 
meaningful, and with those very words, I greet you on this glorious Easter Octave afternoon. 

In the name of Father Richard Altine, the Diocesan Scouting Chaplain, I warmly welcome 
you to the Cathedral on this absolutely gorgeous Easter/Spring-like day.  I look forward to this 
Bishop’s Scout Mass every year, and I’m very happy to welcome all of you to St. Augustine 
Cathedral---all the dedicated Scout Leaders to whom we are so grateful, proud parents and 
family members of our Scouts, and all the young people here who are participating in the Boy 
Scout and Girl Scout programs here in our Diocese.  I have been told that we are blessed to 
have Scouts here from 14 different parishes, and I’m very glad that you are here with us. 

I look forward to this Mass each year for two major reasons.  The first is that it typically 
comes at this time of the year---closely associated with Easter.  Today completes the Easter 
Octave, which means that today is Easter.  The second is that: 1) it gives all of us a chance to 
acknowledge the importance of the Scouting Programs here in our Diocese, 2) to thank all those 
adult Scout leaders and volunteers who make this possible, and 3) to celebrate the 
accomplishments of those Scouts who have earned badges, special awards, emblems, or new 
patches. 

 This Second Sunday after Easter also has another “title” which we celebrate today known 
as   “Divine Mercy Sunday!”  Pope St. John Paul II designated the Sunday after Easter with this 
title because Jesus’ Resurrection really means that our sins are able to be forgiven; we are not 
stuck in our sinfulness; Jesus’ Resurrection has destroyed the lasting effects of sin and death, 
and won for us eternal salvation.  And so after Jesus said “Peace be with you” to the frightened 



the Apostles, He gave them a mission, sending them to tell the Good News to all the world, and 
He also gave them the authority to forgive sins in His Name. 

We heard Jesus institute the Sacrament of Penance when He said:  “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.”  And 
so through Jesus’ Death and Resurrection, the Gift of Divine Mercy is available to any sinner 
who seeks Jesus’ forgiveness through the Sacrament of Penance.  What an Easter Gift this is! 

We also see in this Gospel passage that Jesus’ Risen Body is different.  His Body is 
glorified, which enabled Jesus to pass through locked doors, but still be able to be seen, still 
able to eat, and still bearing the Wounds of the Nails pounded into his hands/wrists and ankles, 
and still showing the Wound where the Spear was thrust into His side.  Jesus’ Body has been 
raised, His Body is Eternal; yet His Body bears the Wounds as proof, concrete evidence of His 
sacrificial Act of Love, the Act which won Salvation for us and for all the world.  That’s why 
Jesus wants Thomas to put his fingers into the Nail marks and his hand into His side…..And 
then Jesus said:  “Be not unbelieving, but believe!”  And what did Thomas say?   “My Lord and 
my God!”----one of the greatest prayers of love and faith, a short prayer of faith that many 
people say at the moment of Consecration in the Mass when the priest says over the Bread and 
the Wine “This is My Body----This is My Blood” as a way of expressing the same kind of belief 
and trust as Thomas professed in Jesus, that He was the Son of God. 

If you look at the front of today’s worship aide, you see the Image of Divine Mercy----and 
you can see beams of light shining forth from the Wound in the Side of the Risen Jesus.  Pope 
Francis calls the wounds of Jesus the “wounds of Mercy”.  I think that applies in a very special 
way to all of you present who are Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts, working on badges, patches, 
awards, which you will receive at the completion of this afternoon’s Mass.  As you grow in 
understanding of what it means to be a Scout---a Catholic Scout---you “earn” more and more 
badges. 

But trying to get badges and awards just for the sake of that is not the purpose of Scouting; 
the purpose is that the badges and the awards are outward recognition of the inward growth and 
development that is taking place within each of you as individuals, and that is what we celebrate 
today. 

In the very same way, Jesus didn’t come into the world just to get the “badges” of the awful 
wounds in His hands and feet and side; He came into the world to save us from our sins, and 
the wounds are the lasting signs of the tremendously and sacrificially painful Act of Love that it 
took for Jesus to accomplish that.  The wounds are the lasting result of the change that Jesus 
made in the history of the world.  And that’s what we celebrate on Easter, and that is why Easter 
is the most important event in our faith. 

When you’re in your Scout uniform, covered with more and more “signs” of your 
accomplishments, people immediately know that you’re a Scout who has experience and who is 
engaged in all that Scouting means.  The hard work and effort that many of our young Girl 
Scouts put into earning the “God is Love” award, the “Family of God” award and the “I Live My 
Faith” award; or that our Boy Scouts put into earning the “Light of Christ” award, the “Parvuli 
Dei” award, the “Ad Altare Dei” award, and the “Pope Pius XII” award, or even the coveted 
“Pillar of Faith” award.  Those are great accomplishments which have helped you become 
holier, happier, and better-formed young women and men. 

When the Risen Jesus appeared to the Apostles on Easter and again the next week, and for 
the next 50 days, the Wounds were Jesus’ “badges”, His “emblems”---His “awards of 



accomplishment.  And whoever would see Him, in His glory but also with His “wounded-ness”, 
they would know that this was truly “My Lord and my God. 

Whether you are wearing your Scout Uniform with all the awards you’ve earned on it, or not-
---you’re still supposed to live your life according to the Scout Code, and follow all the ideals and 
practices of what every good Scout should do.  That is also true for how we’re supposed to live 
our faith---to follow the example and the teachings of the Risen Jesus when we’re at school, 
when we’re at our Scout meetings, when we’re playing with our friends, and when we’re all by 
ourselves.   

Being involved in Catholic Scouting not only helps you to be good citizens, but also helps 
you to be good Catholics.  That is what is most important---that all of you are growing in your 
love for and our faith in the Risen Jesus, and continuing to become the confident, capable, 
loving and faith-filled young men and women God wants you to be.  I know that your Packs/and 
Troops, as well as your Parishes, and all your families are very proud of you.  And I too, your 
Bishop, am also very proud of you and all that you have accomplished. 

The Scouting Program is a great gift to our Diocese and to this community.  But just keep in 
mind that while the Scouting Program helps to develop a number of aspects of your personal 
growth, we have to be even more concerned about the importance of our spiritual growth and 
development by coming to Mass every week and receiving the Sacraments regularly.   

As you’re very engaged in your Scouting programs, I also urge you to keep very involved in 
the life of your parish, your ongoing religious education programs, and all the other ways that 
you can help you to draw closer to Jesus, Who wants all of us to have His Gift of Easter Peace.   

As we heard St. John tell us at the end of today’s Gospel Reading, the Risen Jesus has 
taught us and shown us how to live so that we “may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that through this belief, you may have life in His Name. 

God bless you. 


